
  

 

The Oasis 

Welcome to Cross in the Desert UMC 

ñWhere Godôs Love Transforms Livesò 

 
The people of Cross in the Desert United Methodist 
Church welcome you to our church.  
 
We are a vibrant community that loves God and each 
other. We live out our faith by worshipping the risen 
Lord each week, serving our church and our world. 

Cross in the Desert UMC Monthly Newsletter 
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Easter Trivia 

 

1. 76% of Americans eat the ears first when eating their chocolate bunnies. 

2. Chocolate eggs were first made in Germany in the 1800ôs. 

3. The worldôs largest Easter egg was over 25 feet tall and weighted nearly 9,000 pounds! Yum! 

4. Kids prefer red jellybeans to any other color. 

5. Easter is a ñmoveable feast,ò meaning that it can take place on any Sunday between March 22 and 

April 25. Itôs different every year! 

6. The jackrabbit can run up to 45 mph. 

7. Rabbits with upright ears hear better than rabbits with floppy ears. 

8. A female rabbit is called a doe. A baby rabbit is called a kit.  

9. The record high jump of a rabbit measured 3.3. feet! 
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Pastorôs Corner 

 

 

I pulled out my reminder that I needed to write all of you an 

Easter message only to discover I wrote the reminder on a pad 

that said: ñLord, what do you want to do through us in this time 

and place?ò 

That question is the heart of our faith and even the Easter 

message. At Easter, Jesus calls us to be his witnesses ï to the 

resurrection, to renewal and new life, to hope. We are still 

called to be witnesses. Yes, I know we havenôt done our 

ñnormal stuffò during the past year because of a pandemic. 

However, when God gives us breathing room, it is time to stop, 

look, and listen. 

We need our own time of rest and renewal, and contemplation of whether or not what we 

have been doing with our lives has been working. Some of us have done little except rest. 

Some of us, like parents, have gone crazy trying to work and take care of children at the 

same time. Some of us are essential workers with little time for anything but work. Some of 

us have been learning new skills, and discovering there are things we donôt want to return to. 

So we find ourselves a year after the start of the pandemic looking around at spring and 

anticipating the summer right around the corner. We look and want to clean up our lives, our 

surroundings. We find we want beauty and inspiration surrounding us, lifting us out of dark 

moods. Many home improvement projects have been completed during this pandemic. 

Then, we need to listen. What is God calling us to do in this time and place? Have we done 

enough this past year? I doubt it. But, too late, so letôs concentrate on the future. 

Cross in the Desert is starting a ñrelaunchò team. They will be looking, not at how we return 

to normal, but at how we can use skills learned during the pandemic to become a beacon of 

renewal and hope for our community. Yes, we want to know where we failed our own 

members and how we can do better. But we also want to know where we have failed our 

neighbors and how we can not make a difference for them. 

If we are lucky, our state will escape another wave of COVID-19 in spite of our relaxed 

standards, and we as a church can start asking, what do we do best, and what can we do 

better? How do we add to this season of renewal and hope? How do we reopen to new ways 

of being? What is God asking of us? Brothers and Sisters, let us not reopen to old way, but 

return to new, holy, hopeful ground. 

Pastor Galene 
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Jack Robinson April 1  Dave Delster  April 19 
Ray Roop  April 2  Katie Nelson  April 19 
Elizabeth Robinson April 5  Daisy Pleake  April 20 
Sharon MacVean April 6  Suzanne Hartley April 21 
Connie Bruhn April 7  Phillip Miller  April 21 
Eric Ensign  April 11 Ada Thompson April 21 
Phyllis Sadler April 12 Becky Gaylor  April 22 
Millie Tobias  April 13 Rhonda Falknor April 23 
Drake Clayton April 14 Morgan Mershon April 28 
Bob Sanders  April 14 Naomi Mills  April 30 
Hank Hendrickson April 17  Jeff Moore  April 30 

Gary & Romi Simons  April 10 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ /L¢5 

 

¶ hǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǘ ŀǘΥ 

ǿǿǿΦŎǊƻǎǎƛƴǘƘŜŘŜǎŜǊǘΦƻǊƎΦ 

 

¶ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ƘƻƳŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘκ

ƻǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ 

¶ hǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

ŀŎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǇ-ǘƻ-ŘŀǘŜ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ 

ŀǘΥ ǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκ

/ǊƻǎǎƛƴǘƘŜ5ŜǎŜǊǘ¦a/Φ 

!ǇǊƛƭ tǊŀȅŜǊ CƻŎǳǎ 
 

Central UMC, Phoenix 

Arizona Korean UMF, 
Phoenix 

Aldersgate UMC, Phoenix 

The Church Office will be 

closed the day after Easter, 

April 5, 2021. 

http://www.crossinthedesert.org
http://www.facebook.com/CrossintheDesertUMC
http://www.facebook.com/CrossintheDesertUMC
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CITD Financial Corner 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΥ 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  CƻǊ нлнм ǾǎΦ нлнл 
¶ мс ƴŜǿ ǇƭŜŘƎŜǎ - ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ о ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿΣ мо ǿŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлнл ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ 
¶ мф ŦǊƻƳ нлнл ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ - н ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴ нлнмΣ мт ƘŀǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘΣ ƳƻǾŜŘΣ ƻǊ 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ 

 
hǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƻƴ ŀ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘ ǘǊŜƴŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ нлнм ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

  нлнл нлнм 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ tƭŜŘƎŜ 
wŀƴƎŜ 

bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
tƭŜŘƎŜǎ 5ƻƭƭŀǊǎ tƭŜŘƎŜŘ 

bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
tƭŜŘƎŜǎ 5ƻƭƭŀǊǎ tƭŜŘƎŜŘ 

Ϸл - Ϸмнрл му  Ϸ   моΣулуΦлл мп  Ϸ   ммΣмппΦлл 

Ϸмнрм - Ϸнрлл мт  Ϸ   омΣттсΦлл мт  Ϸ   омΣпслΦлл 

Ϸнрлм - Ϸрллл мл  Ϸ   ооΣтлоΦлл мп  Ϸ   рмΣппсΦлл 

Ϸрллм - Ϸтрлл т  Ϸ   плΣмслΦлл р  Ϸ   олΣуслΦлл 

Ϸтрлм - т  Ϸ   тмΣуслΦлл с  Ϸ   снΣфулΦлл 

¢ƻǘŀƭ рф  Ϸ мфмΣолтΦлл рс  Ϸ мутΣуфлΦлл 

!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ tƭŜŘƎŜ    Ϸ     оΣнпнΦпф    Ϸ     оΣоррΦму 

          

aŜŘƛŀƴ tƭŜŘƎŜ    Ϸ     нΣлулΦлл    Ϸ     нΣпллΦлл 

  DŜƴŜǊŀƭ DƛǾƛƴƎ   bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ 

¸ŜŀǊ Wŀƴ CŜō ¢ƻǘŀƭ   Wŀƴ CŜō ¢ƻǘŀƭ 

нлму  Ϸ нсΣстнΦтп  Ϸ нсΣслтΦсо  Ϸ роΣнулΦот   п п у 

нлмф  Ϸ нуΣммсΦпл  Ϸ нрΣффоΦтл  Ϸ рпΣммлΦмл   п п у 

нлнл  Ϸ нпΣрноΦтт  Ϸ нмΣфммΦфр  Ϸ псΣпорΦтн   п п у 

нлнм  Ϸ мфΣттлΦму  Ϸ ннΣтусΦнп  Ϸ пнΣррсΦпн   р п ф 
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Dear heavenly Father, 

All praise to you for bringing us this beautiful spring season. Thank you Jesus Christ for the 
incredible love story of Easter. We are grateful to be receiving vaccinations and believing there will 
be an end to this plague of the Covid-19. Bless our churches as they strive to share your word of 
love and forgiveness and do not let us suffer from this year of having our campuses and churches 
closed. Glory belongs to you, O God. We lift up prayers of thanksgiving for all the caregivers and 
medical people who have sustained their efforts for over a year now. Bless your children and youth 
as they return to school.  

We are grateful for all the first responders and military people. Guide us continually in faith and love 
of you. Thank you for your grace and your healing and be with those families and friends who have 
lost loved ones. May your Spirit pour out in abundance as we put our communities and our lives 
back together again. In the precious name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

Rev. Sharon MacVean 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ нлнмΦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƻǳǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ !ǇǇƻǊǝƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ !ǇǇƻǊǝƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ нлнмΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōǳŘƎŜǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǎǘŀũ Ŏƻǎǘ ǊŜŘǳŎǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ 
ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜǧŜǊ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ 
ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ 
 
Lƴ Iƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 
 
9ǳƎŜƴŜ hΩ.ǊȅŀƴΣ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
/L¢5 CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
/ŜƭƭΥ слн-осо-пммр 
ŜƻōǊȅŀƴϪŎƻȄΦƴŜǘ 
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10 Easter Traditions in America 
 

What do eggs, flowers, and hats have in common? They are all Easter traditions. But why 
colored eggs? And what do hats have to do with Easter? If youôve ever wondered why we 
have some of these customs, here are ten Easter traditions explained. 

1. Easter Dresses 

No one can really say when this tradition started. In Medieval times it was considered bad 
luck not to wear something new at Easter, even if it was just a ribbon. Centuries later, early 
American families would emerge from the farm after a long, hard winter, and head to the 
local general store. Women would pore over material, planning new, lighter summer 
wardrobes to replace their own drab, worn winter clothes. 

Out of this came the American tradition of wearing new clothes for Easter. Those who 
couldnôt afford new clothes often splurged on a new tie or bonnet. The popularity of the 
Easter bonnet peaked in the early-mid 1900ôs when Bing Crosby sang about them in 1942. 

2. The Easter Bunny 

Some Americans think heôs fun, others arenôt that into him, but the Easter Bunny is a 
tradition that has become increasingly popular throughout the years. According to some, the 
legend of an egg laying hare came over with German immigrants in the 1700ôs. The legend 
hasnôt changed much since then. Children still hunt for colored eggs and anticipate baskets 
filled with chocolate and little toys left on their doorstep on Easter morning. 

3. Easter Eggs 

In ancient times, eggs were used to symbolize fertility during pagan rites. We arenôt sure 
how they were used, but the tradition of decorating eggs is thousands of years old. Early 
Christians who were a part of these pagan cultures continued the tradition while changing 
the meaning to reflect their new beliefs. They would dye their eggs red and save them till 
after Lent as a special treat. 

We can thank German immigrants for the traditional Easter egg hunt. In keeping with the 
egg-laying hare concept, German parents would hide colored eggs around their houses and 
yards to amuse their children. 

4. Easter Baskets 

Probably every American child knows the Easter bunny brings Easter baskets filled with 
candy and small toys. But not everyone knows where this tradition originated. The baskets 
are part of the German legend of the egg laying hare. They were said to represent the nest 
this particular egg laying bunny needed for laying eggs. As much sense as that sentence 
makes, the sentiment still rings true. For many years, Easter baskets brought joy to German 
children and now they bring joy to American children. 
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5. Music 

The music of Easter has changed throughout the years. Thanks to Bach, Mozart, Handl, and 
others. However, the content is usually quite similar. In ancient times, early spring was used by 
the Germanic tribes to mark the triumph of the goddess Eostre over Winter. 

Early Christians took this celebration and changed it to celebrate Jesus Christôs triumph over 
death. Praise and worship music has always been a part of Christian tradition and Easter is one 
of the best times to hear these jubilantly beautiful hymns of victory. 

6. Easter Lilies 

The Easter Lily is a fairly new tradition. It was popularized in the USA when it was imported via 
Japan during the early 1900ôs. There are several myths about how this coincides with Easter. 
Most likely, it is because these trumpet shaped flowers were mentioned by Christ in Luke 12:27. 
ñConsider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these.ò In context, Jesus was talking about Godôs physical 
provision for His people, but the correlation captured the imagination of the church and Easter 
lilies are now the preferred decoration for many churches across America. 

7. Easter Cards 

During the late 1800ôs and into the 1900ôs, writing letters and sending postcards became wildly 
popular. It is no surprise that this extended to major holidays, including Easter. The cards often 
depicted children, lambs, eggs, the Easter bunny, and Christ in a field surrounded by sheep. 
These were printed in soft, spring colors. During World War II, as a spirit of change gripped the 
country, children changed to soldiers and the Easter bunny was often shown wearing military 
garb. 

Today, people still send Easter cards to their loved ones, sometimes in lieu of missed Christmas 
updates. Although paper cards and pictures have mostly been replaced by e-cards or Facebook 
updates. 

8. The Easter Parade 

Although Easter processions are an important cultural part of religious Easter ceremonies in other 
countries, the origins of Americaôs Easter parade has its roots purely in the vanity of the rich. In 
the early 1800ôs, wealthy New Yorkers would attend Easter services dressed in new spring 
fashion and often sporting elaborate hats. Those who couldnôt afford that kind of luxury began to 
line the streets for the show. Apparently rich New Yorkers enjoyed the attention because the 
Easter parade was born out of this. It looks a little different today, but the tradition still continues 
along Fifth Avenue in New York City 

9. Going to Church 

More Americans attend church Easter Sunday than any other day of the year. Easter is 
considered a Christian holiday. For Christians it is a day to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Many Americans still consider themselves Christian although they do not attend services. 
Easter is the traditional time to re-enter the church and celebrate these roots. 
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10. Reading the Easter Story 

During this time, many Christians pause to reflect on the story of Christôs death on the cross 
and subsequent triumph over death. Traditional Good Friday services are still held in many 
churches. Ancient prayers and readings from the Scriptures are still used in these services 
today. 

Some churches have Passion Plays, depicting Christôs suffering to save His people from 
death. These intense performances are held once a year and are part of many southern and 
midwest Easters. 

Some of our American Easter customs have deep, ancient roots. Others, are simply to bring 
joy to those you love. However you celebrate Easter, it is interesting to know how some of 
our treasured Easter traditions began. How do you celebrate Easter? Comment below! 

https://www.yourathomecare.com/10-easter-traditions-in-america/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. online:  ñThe Lord is My 
Shepherdò and Holy Communion 

Good Friday, April 2 at 7:00 p.m. online:  ñSeven Words From the 
Crossò, a program of readings and meditations 

Easter Sunday, April 4 at 6:00 a.m. in the courtyard:  ñEarly in the 
Morningò (Reservations Required - see next page) 

Easter Sunday, April 4 at 10:00 a.m. online:  ñSorrow Will Turnò 
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/5/ /h±L5 мф tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ 

 
At this time, Cross in the Desert is following CDC COVID 19 protocols for all 
events. For in person worship (so far only Easter Sunrise Service), you need a 
reservation and a signed covenant (you should have received one in the mail, if 
not call the church office) agreeing to follow the protocols. We ask you to wear a 
mask that covers your mouth and nose, to maintain physical distancing (no hugs, 
handshakes, etc.), and to bring your own water to events. Please stay in the areas 
designated for the event you are attending. No singing is allowed. If you are not 
comfortable with this, please join us online until we fully reopen our campus. The 
link and QR code that can be used to register for the Easter Sunrise Service 
are: https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Form/9d997bf0-84ca-4a87-8681-

cbc39e72fe74 and  
 

 

 

Our reopening plan was approved by our Annual Conference. We are slowly 
reopening. Groups may start to meet again if they follow the CDC guidelines (e.g., 
physical distancing and masks). Contact the church office with any questions and 
to restart your group. You will also need to submit a ñCampus Use Reservationò so 
that the areas that your group uses can be sanitized. You may get the form to fill 
out in the office. It needs be turned in to the office a minimum of two days before 

your event.  

https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Form/9d997bf0-84ca-4a87-8681-cbc39e72fe74
https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Form/9d997bf0-84ca-4a87-8681-cbc39e72fe74
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